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Editorial comment for The Qld Surveyor Journal 
December 99 Edition 
By Robert Webb Surveying at QUT 
 
 
Welcome to the December edition and final edition of The Queensland Surveyor for 
1999.  
 
The year in review for THE QUEENSLAND SURVEYOR. 
The upcoming year shall see some interesting and challenging developments for our 
Profession. Let’s just reflect for a moment on the achievements of 1999. 
 
February: 
The responses and summary of results of the members’ survey about the Qld 
Surveyor was published. Tim Barker is awarded a half scholarship from the Education 
Foundation. A short note on the opening of the new QUT surveying facilities. Feature 
articles include A Reinstatement Challenge by John Conroy; an early interpretation of 
The GST and Property by KPMG and the Technology Equation. Graeme Rush also 
presented a summary report of what the Vision Steering Committee has been doing 
and its achievements. 
 
April:  
The front cover photograph featured the newly commissioned hydrographic survey 
vessel QG Norfolk.  An interesting member profile of Gary Tronc from the Sunshine 
coast was also presented. QSS presented a discussion on possible Code of Conduct, 
Good Practice and the Relationship to Ethics. Feature articles included An 
Interpretation of Current Progress Towards an Industry Model for Surveying and 
Mapping in Queensland by Dr John Cook; and a timely article by Rudolph Kiss on a 
Review of Geodetic Formulae & Programs for GDA. 
 
June: 
This edition contained Highlights of the 1999 Emeritus Surveyors awards and 
member profiles of Rodney Cox and Glenn Campbell. Feature Articles included Bob 
Harriss' unusual Freezing in the Tropics survey article; Developing for Sustainability 
by Laurie Capill, and Stuart Sprotts’ technical article on Breaking Down the Barriers 
of the HP48. The New Computation corner was introduced along with a Y2K 
compliance directory for electronic survey equipment. The important summary points 
and definitions were reported on the Definition of High Water test case. 
 
August: 
In this issue the feature articles related to reinstatement principles by Paul 
McClelland; common cadastral surveying errors by Rod Pick and land-use conflict 
between residential and agricultural land. A brief note was also included of the recent 
Border Trek (Queensland –New South Wales) by Robin Francis. The Topcon 
Centrefold also featured an interesting insert about the Five Chain Comparator in the 
Brisbane Botanical Gardens being established in 1900. 
 
October: 
This edition featured several poetry verses with lots of photos from the ISAQ Leica 
Awards Diner. A review of citations of the Excellence in Surveying Awards 
presentations was also included. Rupert McCall (the poet) also shared his “It Started 
With Copernicus”. Also featuring was the article on The Year 2000 problem and 
possible effects on Surveyors’ businesses, and a member profile of Chris Swane. 
 
December: 
The current issue features award photograph and citations from the December awards 
night. A feature article on UK Boundary survey experiences by Stuart Harden and the 
Governance of Environmental Surveying by Bruce Moon. 
 
 
There have also been many other contributions from members in communication of a 
wide variety and diversity of topics about our surveying industry to Surveyors in 
Queensland. In summary we have endeavoured to ensure that this publication is filled 
with a cross section of information (around 60 pages per issue) in an effort to keep 
members fully informed on issues affecting the Profession. 
 
On behalf of the editorial team we would like to formal thank the Qld Divisions’ 
Chief Executive Officer Meredith Scott-McMahon for her tremendous efforts and 
work that has made 1999 a prosperous and productive year. At the December awards 
night, Keith Hayes also noted the outstanding efforts of ISAQs CEO in respect of 
other state divisions. 
 
 
Best Feature Article Award for 1999. 
The Noel Cooney Memorial Prize, graciously sponsored by Faber-Castell, is 
awarded for the best feature article or otherwise written by a member and published 
inclusively of December 1998 to October 1999. The award does not require 
nomination and the recipient is selected by the editorial committee.  The prize for this 
award was made at the December awards night at the Novotel hotel. The award was 
presented to: 
 Paul McClelland for his article “Inner Suburban Reinstatement – More Art than 
Science?” published in the August edition. 
 
During the year 2000 members need to be involved and participate more in the 
directions of the Surveying Profession in Queensland. We would also welcome more 
material from members including short letters that would be of interest to other 
members of OUR Profession. As such I would encourage you to put pen-to-paper and 
get involved and participate in some surveying issues and create some more debate! 
